




















WIDE BAY'S BIGGEST SURVEY

Thank you to the more than 2,000 people who
participated in Wide Bay's Community Survey

2023.

The survey was distributed to all households in

Wide Bay and asked people's opinions on a
range of community and civic subjects and
topics related to Government policy.

The results are still being tallied, but early results
indicate that 76.7% of survey respondents don't
want the date of Australia Day to change, 81%
want to keep the Australian Flag, and 63.8% are
opposed to Australia becoming a republic.
The survey also indicated only 25% support
Queensland adopting Daylight Saving Time.

The survey results show that 83% of
respondents are concerned about foreign

ownership, and 74.1% believe Australia should

not spend more on foreign aid.

Cost of living pressures are front of mind with
86.5% of respondents saying the cost of living is
putting more pressure on the family budget,

and 42.3% are concerned about housing
affordability.

On electricity, 74% don't want to pay more for
renewable energy, 45.8% want more affordable

electricity, and 67% don't want high voltage
transmission lines through private property.
Only 28% of respondents said they would
support wind farms in their local area.

There is strong support amongst the survey

Murgon Men’s Shed Railway Museum

The Murgon Men's Shed officially opened their Railway Heritage Museum
in October, providing a fascinating glimpse into Queensland's history
through the railway memorabilia they have collected, restored, and put on
public display in their new rail complex.

The volunteers at the Men's Shed have done an amazing job restoring a
105-year-old first-and second-class carriage and a steel goods wagon that
were rescued from a yard near Rockhampton after being decommissioned
in the 1980s.

Their most recent restoration project has been the 37 tonne C17 steam
locomotive, Number 763, built at Walkers Limited in Maryborough in 1927.
Two hundred and twenty-seven C17's were constructed in a variety of
locations throughout Queensland between 1920 and 1953. The C17 was a
powerful unit suitable for main line freight duties, as well as suburban and
long-distance passenger routes.

Number 763 was in service from May 1927 until June 1969, when it was
placed in a park in Brisbane before being put into storage at the
Rosewood Railway Museum.

A $15,000 grant through the Australian Government's Stronger
Communities Program made it possible for the Men's Shed to hire a crane
to lift the locomotive, wagon, and carriage into place so that the Rail
Display Complex could be built around them.

The Australian Government also contributed $33,000 from the Building

Better Regions Fund to build the steel shed and annex that creates a
sheltered space for the museum's growing
railway display, which also includes a Cobb and
Co coach, and other restored railway items.

Railway heritage has become a significant tourist
asset across the globe, giving a second life to
railways, trains, and railway buildings by making
them into tourist attractions that evoke a
nostalgia of the past.

The Railway Museum is adjacent to the South
Burnett Rail Trail, (Kingaroy to Kilkivan Rail Trail),
an eighty-eight kilometre extension to the
Brisbane Valley Rail Trail, and has inclusive access,
ensuring all visitors are able to see and enjoy the
display of Queensland's railway heritage.

respondents for continued investment in the
Bruce Highway through Wide Bay, with 74.6%
reporting they are concerned about safety on
the Bruce Highway, 75.9% want the four lane

Available FREE from Llew’s office

Tiaro bypass prioritised and fast tracked and
73.7% want the Bruce Highway four laned
between Gympie and Maryborough.

Once all the results have been tallied,
I will publish them on my website
www.llewobrien.com.au

Copies of Llew'’s rainfall calendar with
community contacts, ‘100 ways to praise
a child’ and times tables posters, growth

charts, and age pension guides are
available free from his office.

For your copy, please call
1300 301 968 (landlines) or 4121 2936.

(] Providing assistance with Australian
Government departments and agencies

] Supporting community organisations

(] Assisting residents with advocacy
on local issues

(v Attending community events

(] Arranging congratulatory messages for
significant milestones

Llew O’BRIEN

Federal Member for Wide Bay

Authorised by Llew O’Brien, 319 Kent Street Maryborough 4650
Printed by Gympie Graphics 3/38 Reef Street Gympie 4570




